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ed with the Lyall’s basic code of decency and universal 
charity. The story unwinds readily, lightly and hap- 
pily according to the Golden Rule. 


But anyone searching beyond such pleasantries will 
automatically be brought up short by the weakness 
peculiar to all such books drawing inspiration from the 
Protestant manse. In every case the minister himself 
may be a good man—even a holy man—but his success 
as a spiritual leader will rest precariously on the force 
of his own personality, subject to the constant censure 
of the congregation, rather than on a solid God-given 
foundation of truth. 


The author unintentionally throws a glaring spotlight 
on this flaw during an incongruous scene wherein David 
Lyall attempts to convince a Catholic priest that the 
polity of the Presbyterian church “actually antedates 
that of Rome. It is the one established by Saint Paul 

. and Saint Peter”. The matter of unequivocal 
dogma, however, he dismisses with a casual shrug: “As 
I grow older, I’m not sure just exactly how much em- 
phasis any of us should put upon it”. At one point 
he actually suggests that “real religion is like love .. . 
You simply find it . . . or, more likely, it finds you”. 


It’s a bland, fairy tale sort of philosophy that the 
world’s David Lyalls profess—and the more pathetic 
because it is sincere. 

Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, Iowa 
* * * 
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macallits —in a paper cover, with line drawings by 
Robert Day, this is just the right sort of thing to send 
to a convalescent (except those recovering from ab- 
dominal surgery) instead of a “get well’ card... It has 
the advantage, (as a thoughtful and cheering gift to 
an ill friend), that you can have a dividend of laughs 
yourself before forwarding. And even your Aunt Pris- 
cilla will whoop over several of the “stories”. Of 
course, there are a few duds; but that is because each 
individual’s taste, even in “stories” differs from an- 
other’s and changes from day to day, depending on the 
weather, the number of duns in the morning mail, or 
the reaction of an ill-considered lunch menu. Some 
of the stories are oldies, some are reminiscent but with 
a new twist; most are enjoyable. All are harmless for 
adults. 


INDEX TO THIS VOLUME 


Note: After the reference to page and date there is 
given a numerical symbol indicating the moral classi- 
fication of the book. These are the groups to which 
the symbols refer: 
I. Suitable for General Reading. 
Il. Suitable for Adults Only Because of: 
a. Content and Style Too Advanced for 
Adolescents. 
b. Immoral Language or Incidents Which 
Do Not Invalidate the Book as a Whole. 
Ill. Unsuitable for General Reading But Permis- 
sible for Discriminating Adults. 
IV. Not Recommended to Any Class of Reader. 
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